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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin County Minnesota Interview Data 
 
Background information 
The following tables provide detailed interview data from the 2023 Minnesota 
Homeless Study, including in-depth information about the characteristics of 
people experiencing homelessness, their history and experiences, and the 
barriers that prevent them from obtaining housing. 
 
For the count of people experiencing homelessness on the day of the 
study (October 26, 2023), see Single Night Count of People Experiencing 
Homelessness available at www.mnhomeless.org. Other reports from the 
2023 Minnesota Homeless Study are published on the same site.  
 
Suggested citation 
Wilder Research. (2023). 2023 Minnesota Homeless Study interview data. 
http://mnhomeless.org/minnesota-homeless-study/detailed-data-interviews.php 
 
Table organization 
The following data tables represent aggregate responses to questions from 
the 2023 Minnesota Homeless Study interview. Data tables are organized by 
gender identity, days spent outside, and region.  
 
• Gender identity: Respondents could choose one of four gender options: 

man, woman, non-binary, or another identity. Respondents were also 
asked if they identify as transgender or Two-Spirit. Responses from these 
two questions were combined into three categories of gender identity: man, 
woman, and transgender/non-binary/another identity. Statewide, 7-County 
Metro Area, and Greater Minnesota data tables report responses for all 
three categories. For regional data tables, the number of people who identify 
as trans, non-binary, or another identity is too low to report specific responses 
to most questions, but they are included in the totals. 

 
• Days spent outside/unsheltered: Respondents were asked where they 

stayed in the previous month and they identified the number of days they 
were: unsheltered (including those who were outside or in a car or vacant 
building or some other place not intended for housing), doubled up with 
others, in a shelter, in housing, and in other locations. Data tables are 
divided by those who spent: 0 days unsheltered, 1-14 days unsheltered, 
and 15-30 days unsheltered in the previous month.  

 
• Region versus statewide: Each regional report includes total percentages 

for the region compared to the statewide percentages. 

 
Who is included in these tables? 
These tables represent adults age 18 and older; they do not include 
unaccompanied minors (under 18). Youth under 18 will be represented 
in separate tables about the characteristics of homeless youth age 24 and 
younger. 
 
The data reported in these tables apply only to the respondents for whom the 
question was applicable. Some tables report data that were collected only 
from those who answered a previous question in a certain way. For example, 
many questions about children are asked only of those adults who have 
children with them. 
 
How to read the data tables 
Use the percentages instead of “Ns.” Sample weighting, such as we have 
performed with these data, uses calculations that can result in “fractional” persons. 
When we use computer rounding to adjust for this, numbers and percentages 
do not always add up exactly to the total for each category. 
 
The total number of responses is different for each question. The “N” for 
each table includes the number of valid responses to that question. Missing 
data (cases when a respondent did not answer a question) are not reported 
or included in the percentages.  
 
There may be small differences in the medians reported in these tables 
versus those reported in aggregate reports. This is due to inconsistencies 
in how medians are calculated within the SPSS statistical software. 
 
Weighted vs. non-weighted data 
The 2023 interview data were weighted – or statistically adjusted – to reflect 
the actual number of sheltered homeless persons, compiled from site counts 
of people in shelters throughout the state on October 26, 2023. Shelter sites 
include emergency shelters and motel/hotel vouchers, domestic violence 
shelters, and transitional housing programs. 
 
Data from non-shelter locations are not weighted. The actual number of 
homeless persons in non-shelter locations cannot be accurately estimated, 
so these cases were given a weight of 1.0. There is more information about 
weighting techniques on the last page of these data tables. 

https://www.wilder.org/mnhomeless/results
https://www.wilder.org/mnhomeless/results
http://www.mnhomeless.org/
http://mnhomeless.org/minnesota-homeless-study/detailed-data-interviews.php
https://www.wilder.org/wilder-research/research-library/minnesota-homeless-study-interview-questions-2023


 
2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

18. Where are you currently staying?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

In a shelter, transitional housing program, or hotel/motel with a voucher

Outdoors, car or vacant building, encampment, or place not meant for habitation

Temporarily doubled up with a friend or family with nowhere else to go

About to be evicted (14 days or less) with nowhere else to go

# of respondents (weighted)

84% 75% 97% 89% 27% 79% 78%

14% 22% 1% 8% 70% 18% 17%

3% 3% 2% 4% 6% 3% 5%

0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 0.3% 1% 0.2% 0.4%

1119 1250 1441 341 537 2433 5802

Note: Percentages may sum to greater than 100% due to respondents providing multiple responses to this item.

19. In the last 30 days and nights, how many nights have you spent outside, in a car or vacant building, or some 
other place not intended for housing?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

None

1 to 7 nights

8 to 14 nights

15 to 21 nights

22 to 29 nights

All 30 nights

# of respondents (weighted)

72% 55% 100% 4% 1% 62% 62%

8% 12% 0% 73% 0.3% 11% 11%

3% 4% 0% 23% 1% 3% 4%

3% 6% 0% 0% 19% 5% 6%

5% 6% 0% 0% 22% 5% 5%

10% 16% 0% 0% 56% 13% 12%

1099 1206 1457 350 560 2367 5799

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Mean

Median

5 8 0 5 26 7 7

0 0 0 5 30 0 0
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

20. In the last 30 days and nights, how many nights have you spent doubled up in someone else's house, apartment, 
or room?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

None

1 to 7 nights

8 to 14 nights

15 to 21 nights

22 to 29 nights

All 30 nights

# of respondents (weighted)

81% 78% 89% 41% 79% 79% 76%

12% 12% 6% 36% 14% 12% 11%

3% 5% 1% 12% 5% 4% 4%

2% 3% 2% 8% 2% 2% 4%

1% 1% 1% 3% 0% 1% 2%

1% 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 3%

1099 1206 1457 350 560 2367 5799

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Mean

Median

2 2 1 5 1 2 3

0 0 0 2 0 0 0
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

21. In the last 30 days and nights, how many nights have you spent in a shelter or transitional housing program?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

None

1 to 7 nights

8 to 14 nights

15 to 21 nights

22 to 29 nights

All 30 nights

# of respondents (weighted)

19% 26% 5% 11% 75% 23% 25%

5% 6% 2% 7% 13% 5% 8%

5% 6% 2% 15% 9% 5% 6%

7% 8% 4% 31% 3% 8% 7%

7% 9% 5% 36% 0% 8% 8%

58% 45% 83% 0% 0% 51% 46%

1099 1206 1457 350 560 2367 5799

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Mean

Median

21 18 27 17 2 20 18

30 26 30 20 0 30 26
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

22. In the last 30 days and nights, how many nights have you spent in regular housing, not doubled up?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

None

1 to 7 nights

8 to 14 nights

15 to 21 nights

22 to 29 nights

All 30 nights

# of respondents (weighted)

92% 93% 95% 77% 97% 93% 93%

2% 4% 1% 14% 3% 3% 3%

1% 1% 1% 5% 0.2% 1% 1%

1% 0.5% 1% 0.5% 0% 1% 1%

2% 0.4% 1% 3% 0% 1% 1%

2% 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 1%

1099 1206 1457 350 560 2367 5799

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Mean

Median

1 1 1 2 0 1 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

23. In the last 30 days, how many nights have you spent in some other type of place?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

None

1 to 7 nights

8 to 14 nights

15 to 21 nights

22 to 29 nights

All 30 nights

# of respondents (weighted)

93% 95% 96% 83% 95% 94% 92%

4% 2% 1% 10% 2% 3% 3%

1% 1% 1% 4% 0.2% 1% 2%

1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1%

0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 1% 0% 0.4% 1%

0.1% 1% 1% 0% 0.4% 1% 1%

1099 1206 1457 350 560 2367 5799

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Mean

Median

1 1 1 1 1 1 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

24. In the last 30 days and nights, how many nights have you spent...(Summary of totals across different types of accommodations)

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Spent all 30 nights in shelter or housing*

Spent more than half of nights in shelter or housing*

Spent at least half of nights unsheltered**

Spent all 30 nights unsheltered**

Respondent did not know where last 30 nights were spent

# of respondents (weighted)

70% 54% 100% 0% 0% 61% 61%

82% 71% 100% 100% 0% 76% 77%

18% 29% 0% 0% 100% 24% 23%

10% 17% 0% 0% 56% 13% 12%

3% 6% 0% 0% 0% 5% 3%

1131 1285 1457 350 560 2486 6006

* 'In shelter or housing' includes: regular housing, transitional housing / shelter, doubled up, and any other locations meant for habitation
** 'Unsheltered' includes: outside, in a vehicle or vacant building, or any other place not meant for habitation
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

25. In the past 12 months, have you ever stayed the night on a bus, on a light rail train, in a bus or train transit 
station, or at a highway rest stop?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Yes

No

# of respondents (weighted)

41% 46% 32% 53% 68% 44% 33%

59% 54% 68% 47% 32% 56% 67%

1100 1266 1436 346 548 2434 5896

26. Who did you stay with last night?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Alone

With others

   Spouse / Partner /
     Significant other

   Children age 17 or younger

   Other family members 18 or
     older

# of respondents (weighted)

38% 74% 47% 73% 78% 57% 62%

62% 26% 53% 27% 22% 43% 38%

24% 16% 24% 10% 14% 20% 14%

53% 15% 45% 18% 4% 33% 26%

6% 7% 7% 5% 5% 7% 6%

1121 1247 1448 349 543 2436 5874

Note: Sum of rows may exceed 100% because respondents may have been with more than one category of companion.
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

27. How many times have you moved from one place to another in the last 60 days?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

0 times

1 time

2 to 9 times

10 or more times

# of respondents (weighted)

50% 40% 63% 21% 14% 44% 38%

17% 17% 20% 16% 8% 17% 18%

24% 29% 15% 47% 43% 27% 31%

9% 15% 2% 16% 36% 12% 13%

1106 1254 1449 343 533 2430 5898

28. In the last three months, were you ever turned away from a shelter because there was no space available?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Yes

No

# of respondents (weighted)

34% 35% 25% 51% 52% 34% 33%

66% 65% 75% 49% 48% 66% 67%

1109 1262 1454 337 532 2437 5917
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

29. The last time you were turned away from a shelter because there was no space available, where did you end up 
sleeping?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Outdoors or encampment

Car, vacant building, bus, train, or 
other enclosed place not meant 
for housing

Friend or family member's house

Another shelter

Motel or another place you had a 
voucher for

Motel or hotel – no voucher

Some other kind of place (not 
specified)

Church, synagogue, mosque, or 
other religious building

Hospital

Went home / stayed at home with 
abusive household member

Public establishment open 24 
hours (e.g. fast food restaurant, 
bus terminal)

Transitional housing

Detox

Treatment Center

Halfway house

Drug house

# of respondents (weighted)

36% 53% 27% 51% 65% 45% 40%

20% 22% 20% 21% 21% 21% 22%

19% 8% 24% 9% 4% 13% 15%

9% 13% 14% 16% 5% 11% 12%

8% 1% 8% 2% 2% 5% 6%

3% 0% 3% 0% 0% 1% 1%

1% 0.2% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1%

1% 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 1%

0% 0.4% 1% 1% 0% 0.4% 1%

1% 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 1%

2% 0% 0.4% 0% 2% 1% 0.5%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0.1%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0.1%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0.1%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0.1%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0.1%

340 410 329 166 251 768 1820
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

30. How long have you been without a regular or permanent place to live?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

One week or less

More than 1 week but less than 1 
month

1 month but less than 12 months

1 year but less than 5 years

5 years or longer

# of respondents (weighted)

1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2%

8% 4% 5% 13% 2% 6% 4%

45% 35% 49% 31% 20% 39% 37%

31% 36% 30% 38% 44% 34% 38%

16% 23% 14% 17% 33% 19% 18%

1110 1253 1431 341 545 2428 5880

31. How many different times including now have you been homeless during the last three years?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

1 time

2-3 times

4 or more times

# of respondents (weighted)

56% 48% 61% 43% 33% 52% 49%

28% 27% 26% 33% 29% 27% 27%

17% 24% 13% 24% 38% 21% 23%

1086 1218 1402 336 530 2371 5797

32. How many different times including now have you been homeless during your entire life?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

1 time

2 to 3 times

4 to 7 times

8 or more times

# of respondents (weighted)

36% 28% 38% 25% 18% 32% 28%

25% 31% 29% 26% 26% 28% 27%

22% 20% 19% 25% 28% 22% 23%

17% 21% 14% 25% 28% 19% 21%

1098 1221 1400 344 528 2383 5781
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

33. Proportion of residents who are defined as long-term homeless

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Chronically homeless by Minnesota definition: 
Homeless for a year or longer currently or 4 or more 
times in the last 3 years

Yes

No

# of respondents (weighted)

Chronically homeless by Federal definition: 
Homeless for a year or longer currently, or 4 or 
more times in the past 3 years; and 
unaccompanied; and with a serious or chronic 
disability

Yes

No

# of respondents (weighted)

49% 60% 45% 59% 80% 55% 60%

51% 40% 55% 41% 20% 45% 40%

1131 1285 1457 350 560 2486 6006

23% 39% 25% 40% 47% 32% 34%

77% 61% 75% 60% 53% 68% 66%

1131 1285 1457 350 560 2486 6006

34. Have you ever lived in any of the following homeless service programs?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Emergency shelter

Domestic violence shelter

Supportive housing program

Any of the above facilities

# of respondents (weighted)

74% 72% 78% 81% 55% 73% 73%

28% 6% 18% 19% 13% 17% 20%

33% 26% 32% 32% 25% 30% 30%

83% 77% 85% 85% 63% 79% 81%

1115 1263 1452 344 540 2448 5937
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

35. Have you ever lived in any of the following homeless service programs as a child (17 or younger)?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Emergency shelter

Domestic violence shelter

Supportive housing program

Any of the above facilities

# of respondents (weighted)

17% 10% 13% 18% 13% 13% 14%

6% 3% 4% 10% 4% 4% 5%

4% 3% 2% 6% 4% 3% 4%

17% 10% 12% 20% 15% 14% 15%

1110 1246 1441 336 538 2427 5900
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

36. How old were you the very first time you were homeless, either as a child or as an adult?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

0 to 12 years

13 to 17 years

18 to 21 years

22 to 24 years

25 to 29 years

30 to 39 years

40 to 49 years

50 years or older

# of respondents (weighted)

16% 12% 12% 26% 11% 14% 13%

18% 14% 13% 13% 24% 16% 16%

14% 14% 12% 16% 17% 14% 15%

8% 8% 8% 8% 6% 8% 7%

14% 12% 15% 4% 11% 13% 11%

17% 16% 17% 18% 16% 16% 16%

8% 13% 12% 12% 8% 10% 10%

6% 11% 11% 3% 6% 9% 12%

1042 1208 1372 330 511 2309 5667

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Mean

Median

25 28 28 23 25 27 28

22 25 26 20 21 24 24

37. How long has it been since you have had contact with any of your family or relatives other than those living with 
you here?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Less than 1 month

More than 1 month but less than 
1 year

1 year or more

# of respondents (weighted)

62% 55% 64% 52% 47% 58% 60%

20% 20% 18% 24% 21% 20% 18%

17% 25% 18% 24% 32% 22% 22%

1049 1141 1373 328 459 2247 5537
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin  County  data 
Current episode and history of homelessness 

38. Could you stay with your family or relatives for an extended period of time if you wanted to?

Hennepin County Totals (all adults)

By gender identity By nights spent outside (past month)

Hennepin 
County StatewideWoman Man

0 nights 
unsheltered

1-14 nights 
unsheltered

15+ nights 
unsheltered

Yes

No

# of respondents (weighted)

18% 33% 25% 23% 31% 26% 25%

82% 67% 75% 77% 69% 74% 75%

757 816 1012 246 318 1616 3978
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2023 Minnesota Homeless Study: Hennepin County Minnesota Interview Data Weighting Techniques 
 
Interviews conducted at shelters were weighted – or statistically adjusted – to reflect the actual number of sheltered homeless persons, compiled from site 
counts of people in shelters throughout the state on October 26, 2023. Shelter sites include emergency shelters and motel/hotel vouchers, domestic violence 
shelters, and transitional housing programs. 
 
Interviews conducted in non-shelter locations are not weighted. The actual number of homeless persons in non-shelter locations cannot be accurately 
estimated, so these cases were given a weight of 1.0. 

Adult data tables: Interviews and actual counts, by gender identity and total 

 Men Women 
Trans/ 

Non-binary Total 

Interviews with adults in shelters (before being adjusted for weights) 382 293 22 697 

Counts of adults in shelters (used for weighting adjustments)  929 936 37 1,902 

Interviews of adults in non-shelter locations (not weighted) 375 187 23 585 

Note. For comprehensive counts of people experiencing homelessness on October 26, 2023, see https://www.wilder.org/mnhomeless/results/detailed-data.  
 
The weightings were calculated by a sample-balancing program available in the Princeton Statistical Program (P-STAT). Individual case weights were computed 
based on: 
• Individual sites 
• Gender (male; female; and trans, non-binary, and another identity) 
• Minnesota regions (northwest, northeast, central, west central, southwest, southeast, and suburban metro) and counties (Hennepin, Ramsey, and St. Louis) 
• Shelter types (emergency shelters and motel/hotel vouchers, domestic violence shelters, and transitional housing programs) 
 
For questions on weighting techniques, contact Walker Bosch at walker.bosch@wilder.org. 
 

https://www.wilder.org/mnhomeless/results/detailed-data
mailto:walker.bosch@wilder.org
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